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The     Ohio    Alumnus 


^^nnuai  fKeport  of  ..^^lumni  ^ecpeu 


epon  Of  ..^y^iumm  — jecveicivu 

To  the  President  of  Ohio  University  As  Of  May  1,  1945 


My  dear  President  Baker: 

THE  ALUMNI  OFFICE 

Because  of  their  great  variety  the 
activities  of  the  Alumni  Office  and  of 
the  Alumni  Secretary  are  difficult 
of  classification  and  summarization. 
Many  of  them,  such  as  the  keeping 
of  records,  the  publication  of  the  al- 
umni magazine,  the  direction  and 
support  of  local  group  activities,  and 
the  conduct  of  correspondence  with 
large  numbers  of  alumni  and  friends 
of  the  University,  are  of  a  continuing 
nature  and  are  not  peculiar  to  the 
current  year.  Much  of  the  work, 
therefore,  has  been  described  in  detail 
in  previous  reports,  but  a  recapitula- 
tion may  be  in  order  in  this  first  year 
of  a  new  university  administration. 

Kccords.  The  maintenance  of  rec- 
ords is  a  primary  function  of  the  of- 
fice. Accurate  and  competent  records 
constitute  the  backbone  of  an  alumni 
program  and  little  can  be  accomplish- 
ed without  them. 

Four  major  files  are  maintained — 
master  file,  biographical  file,  geograph- 
ical file,  and  Addressograph  (mail- 
ing) file.  Besides  these,  there  are  such 
auxiliary  files  as  the  cross  reference 
for  married  women,  the  military  serv- 
ice roster,  the  directory  of  chapter 
officers,  the  .  faculty  "morgue,"  the 
Alumni  Association  membership  rec- 
ords, and  the  general  correspondence 
files. 

In  view  of  the  age  of  Ohio  Univer- 
sity, surprise  is  frequently  expressed 
at  the  relatively  small  number  of  per- 
sons who  have  been  graduated  from 
it.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  how- 
ever, that  prior  to  1900  no  class  ever 
exceeded  twenty  members  (recipients 
of  baccalaureate  degrees)  while  the 
average  for  the  8^ -year  span,  1815- 
1900,  was  between  six  and  seven 
members.  Ninety-eight  2 -year  and  3- 
year  diplomas  were  awarded  during 
the  latter  years,  1888-1900,  of  this 
period. 

During  the  next  score  of  years, 
1901-192^0,  there  were  1,182  bacca- 
laureate degrees  conferred  and  1,452 
diplomas  awarded.  This  was  a  yearly 
average  of  39  degrees  and  72  diplo- 
mas. The  total  number  of  degree  and 


diploma-holding  alumni  is  now  16,- 
95  3,  of  whom,  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge,  15,977  are  living  and  976 
are  dead.  Of  the  foregoing  total,  11,- 
593  received  degrees  and  5,360  di- 
plomas. 

Since  at  least  four  separate  filing 
classifications  are  set  up  for  each  liv- 
ing graduate,  it  means  that  there  are 
more  than  60,000  file  records  at  the 
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present  time.  Not  all  of  these  are 
continuously  active,  of  course,  but  the 
number  of  postings  and  corrections 
runs  high  into  the  thousands  each 
year.  Up-to-date  addresses  are  record- 
ed for  approximately  eighty  per  cent 
of  the  living  graduates. 

The  war  situation  has  resulted  in 
an  abnormal  number  of  changes  of 
location,  both  among  civilians  and 
members  of  the  armed  forces,  with 
the  result  that  much  time  has  had  to 
be  given  this  year  to  the  posting  of 
new  address  information  and  cutting 
and  correcting  of  mailing  stencils. 

An  alphabetical  file  of  non-gradu- 
ates has  been  maintained  in  the  Alum- 
ni Office  since  1927.  This  file  contains 
the  names  and  last  home  addresses 
given  as  students,  of  15,478  persons. 
The  file  does  not  contain  the  names 


of  correspondence  study  or  extension 
students  unless  they  have  at  some 
time  or  other  been  in  actual  residence 
on  the  campus. 

For  lack  of  staff  assistance  and 
funds  no  consistent  effort  has  been 
made  to  keep  in  contact  with  mem- 
bers of  the  non-graduate  group,  ex- 
cept those  living  in  areas  where  there 
are  local  chapters.  It  is  well  known, 
of  course,  that  many  non-graduates 
are  as  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
University  as  any  of  those  who  have 
received  degrees. 

The  various  records  of  the  office 
are  so  interrelated  and  interdependent 
that  the  neglect  of  one  group  seriously 
affects  the  value  of  the  others.  Eternal 
vigilance,  therefore,  is  the  price  of 
success  in  record-keeping. 

Service  Booster.  The  "Official  Ros- 
ter of  Ohio  University  Men  and 
Women  in  the  Armed  Forces"  was 
set  up  shortly  after  the  Pearl  Harbor 
incident  at  the  request  of  the  War 
Activities  Committee  and  has  been 
ma'ntained  with  the  greatest  possible 
diligence  since  that  time. 

There  are  now  5,172  graduates  and 
former  students  listed  on  the  roster. 
Of  this  number,  159  are  known  to 
have  lost  their  lives  in  action  or  in 
training  camps,  38  are  recorded  as 
missing  in  action,  while  23  are  prison- 
ers of  war.  [The  present  number  of 
service  men  and  women  is  5,278, 
while  the  Gold  Star  names  total  192.] 

Information  for  the  service  roster 
has  been  secured  from  many  sources, 
but  chiefly  through  correspondence 
with  the  service  men  and  women, 
themselves,  or  with  their  parents, 
wives,  or  friends.  From  reports  of 
the  American  Alumni  Council  it  is 
apparent  that  Ohio  University  ranks 
high  among  the  member  colleges  and 
universities  of  the  A.A.C.  in  the  per- 
centage of  its  arms-bearing  alumni 
listed  in  service  records.  In  the  cases 
of  many  individuals,  details,  such  as 
promotions,  wounds,  decorations,  etc., 
are  yet  to  be  secured  and  recorded, 
hut  it  is  anticipated  that  such  facts 
can  and  will  be  added  later. 

The  maintenance  of  the  service  ros- 
ter and  the  conduct  of  correspond- 
ence incident  to  it,  have  required 
much    time    during   the    past    year — 
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time  which  could  not  possibly  have 
been  given  in  normal  years.  The  pres- 
ent program  of  alumni  activities,  how- 
ever, is  not  typical  of  "normal"  years. 

It  is  felt  that  this  rather  heavy  ex- 
penditure of  time  in  behalf  of  the 
service  men  and  their  families  has 
been  more  than  justified  by  the  re- 
turns in  the  way  of  goodwill  and  in- 
terest in  the  University.  The  evi- 
dences of  appreciation  have  been  nu- 
merous and  unmistakable. 

There  is  a  real  basis  for  the  belief, 
too,  and  the  compilation  of  service 
records  and  the  reporting,  through 
the  columns  of  The  Ohio  Alumnus,  of 
the  activities  and  experiences  of 
Ohioans  in  the  armed  forces  have 
served  to  make  alumni,  in  general,  a 
bit  prouder  of  their  school.  This  in- 
crease in  regard  for  alma  mater,  how- 
ever slight  it  may  be,  is  regarded  as 
a  highly  satisfactory  return  on  the 
effort  made  to  develop  it. 

In  my  capacity  as  University  Edit- 
or I  have  assisted  this  year  in  pre- 
paring the  copy  for  two  publications 
of  the  Public  Relations  Department 
which  were  designed  to  provide  serv- 
ice men  with  information  relative  to 
the  University's  postwar  educaticnal 
program. 

Founder's  Day.  The  annual  Found- 
er's Day  Convocation  program,  for 
which  the  Alumni  Office  is  respon- 
sible, was  held  this  year,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  speaker,  on  February 
16,  instead  of  the  customary  date, 
February  18.  The  speaker  was  Lieut. 
Dean  F.  Chatlain  of  Cuyahoga  Falls, 
Ohio,  a  wounded  and  discharged  vet- 
eran of  World  War  II  now  serving 
as  director  of  Veteran's  Planning  for 
Summit  County.  Lieutenant  Chatlain, 
a  student  at  Ohio  University  for  three 
and  one-half  years,  lost  a  limb  in  the 
North  African  campaign  and  is  the 
author  of  a  widely-published  poem, 
"What  did  You  Do  Today,  My 
Friend?" 

At  the  Founder's  Day  convocation 
it  was  the  privilege  of  the  Alumni 
Secretary  to  present  the  new  presi- 
dent, Dr.  John  C.  Baker,  to  the  stu- 
dents of  the  University. 
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THE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

The  Ohio  University  Alumni  As- 
sociation was  organized  in  1876,  with 
the  Hon.  A.  G,  Brown,  of  the  Class 
of  1822,  as  first  president.  Earlier  or- 
ganizations of  alumni  had  been  ef- 
fected, but  they  were  not  continuous 
in  their  functioning. 

Alumni  Secretary.  There  were  nu- 
merous secretaries  in  the  early  history 
of  the  Association,  but  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  ot 
Ohio  University  in  June,  1906,  the 
office  of  "Alumni  Secretary"  was  cre- 
ated. 

The  duties  of  the  Alumni  Secre- 
tary, as  outlined  by  the  Board,  were 
"to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  to  organize  groups  of 
alumni  and  former  students,  to  secure 
data  concerning  the  history  and  the 
alumni  of  the  University,  and  to  pub- 
lish bulletins  from  time  to  time  de- 
noting progress." 

In  1908,  the  late  Clement  L. 
Martzolff,  '07,  was  appointed  Alumni 
Secretary.  He  served  as  a  part-time  di- 
rector of  alumni  activities  until  his 
retirement,  due  to  ill  health,  in  1922. 
In  addition  to  his  work  as  Alumni 
Secretary,  he  served  the  University 
variously  as  field  agent,  director  of 
extension  work,  and  as  professor  of 
history. 

The  present  secretary,  Clark  E 
Williams,  "21,  was  appointed  to  of 
fice  in  June,  1922,  and  has  served  con 
tinuously  since  that  time.  Of  the  16, 
953  different  persons  who  have  re 
ceived  degrees  or  diplomas  in  the  en 
tire  history  of  the  University,  13,443 
or  approximately  80  per  cent,  have 
been  graduated  since  the  present  sec 
retary  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office 

Membership.  Any  person  who  has 
attended  Ohio  University  for  at  least 
one  year  is  eligible  to  membership  in 
the  Ohio  University  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. Because  the  contacts  of  the 
Alumni  Office  with  non-graduates, 
for  reasons  previously  explained,  are 
so  limited,  the  membership  of  the  as- 
sociation is  composed  largely  of  grad- 
uates. 

Memberships  are  of  three  kinds — 
Annual,  Service,  and  Life.  The  fee 
for  the  first  is  $2.?0;  for  the  second, 
$1.00;  and  for  the  last,  $50.00.  The 
total  number  of  persons  enrolled  in 
the  Association  at  the  time  of  this 
report  is  3,518,  of  whom  2,077  are 
Annual  Members,  1,417  are  Service 
Members,  and  24  are  Life  Members. 


The  receipts  from  memberships  for 
the  current  year  to  date  amount  to 
$5,335.  The  additional  receipt  of  ap- 
proximately $165  in  "annual"  fees 
and  $300  in  "service"  fees  is  antici- 
pated before  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year.  The  total  figure  includes  $1,865, 
the  amount  applicable  to  the  present 
year  from  the  allotments  made  by  the 
University  Treasurer  from  the  diplo- 
ma fees  of  the  July,  August,  and  Sep- 


This  is  the  June  issue  of  'The 
Ohio  Alumnus."  It  is  also  the 
last  number  of  the  1944-45  ser- 
ies. Work  is  well  advanced  on 
the  first,  or  October,  number  of 
the  1945-46  publication  sched- 
ule. The  October  magazine  will 
be  marked  by  a  return  to  the 
normal  number  of  pages  and  to 
all  of  the  usual  editorial  depart- 
ments.— The  Editor. 


tember,  1944,  and  the  January,  1945, 
graduating  groups.  It  also  includes  the 
membership  fees  of  1,007  men  and 
women  of  the  armed  forces  at  the 
special  rate  of  $1.00  per  year. 

The  Ohio  Alumnus.  The  official 
magazine  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
The  Ohio  AIwrnriMS,  is  published 
monthly,  October  to  June,  inclusive. 
Each  membership  includes  a  subscrip- 
tion to  the  magazine.  The  publication, 
therefore,  is  mailed  to  members  only. 

Due  to  unavoidable  circumstances. 
The  Alumnus  is  at  present  far  be- 
hind on  its  publication  schedule;  only 
four  issues — September  (special  num- 
ber), October,  November,  and  De- 
cember, 1944 — having  been  produced. 
Efforts  to  remedy  the  unfortunate  sit- 
uation are  being  made,  and  members 
have  been  promised  a  full  quota  of 
issues  for  the  year. 

The  secretary-editor  has  been  pleas- 
ed with  the  reception  accorded  the 
magazine  during  the  past  year.  The 
service  news  and  the  cover  page  pic- 
tures have  been  the  features  most 
frequently   commented   upon. 

Chapters.  The  organized  "local" 
groups  of  alumni  are  known  as  chap- 
ters. Before  the  war  there  25  active 
chapters  and  several  more  or  less  dor- 
mant groups.  Most  of  the  chapters 
are  located  in  Ohio,  those  outside  the 
state  being  in  New  York  City,  Phil- 
adelphia,  Washington,   D.   C,  Pitts- 
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burgh,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  Indiana- 
polis, Chicago,  and  Los  Angeles. 
Most  of  the  chapters  voted  to  become 
inactive  for  the  "duration,"  but  are 
expected  to  resume  activities  upon  the 
return  of  normal  times. 

The  service  provided  these  chap- 
ters by  the  Alumni  Office  consists  of 
the  compiling  of  ad- 
dress rosters,  the  pro- 
vision of  speakers  from 
the  campus,  and  vari- 
ous aids  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  programs.  At 
least  one  meeting  a 
year  is  held,  normally, 
by  each  chapter,  while 
some  of  the  groups  car- 
ry on  programs  involv- 
ing as  many  as  six 
meetings  a  year. 

Alumni  on  Board. 
While  there  is  no  pro- 
vision in  the  govern- 
ing rules  of  either  the 
Alumni  Association  or 
of  Ohio  University  for 
the  appointment  of  al- 
umni to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Uni- 
versity, it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  1 1  of  the 
13  present  members  of  the  board  are 
graduates  or  former  students  of  the 
University. 

Commencement.  Upon  a  vote  of 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  the  Alumni  As- 
sociation in  May,  1943,  the  annual 
Alumni  Luncheon  (reunion  occasion) 
and  the  Senior- Alumni  Supper,  events 
of  the  spring  Commencement  pro- 
gram, were  discontinued  for  the  pe- 
riod of  the  war  emergency.  Food  ra- 
tioning difficulties  and  travel  restric- 
tions were  principally  responsible  for 
the  decision. 

Honor  Aw^ards.  With  the  decline 
in  the  University's  practice  of  award- 
ing honorary  degrees,  thought  was 
given  to  methods  of  giving  recogni- 
tion to  a  selected  and  limited  number 
of  alumni  each  year  for  various  dis- 
tinctions. 

As  a  result,  in  1940,  the  Ohio  Uni- 
versity Alumni  Association  initiated 
the  practice  of  honoring,  annually,  not 
more  than  ten  alumni:  (a)  who  have 
achieved  distinction  in  some  field  of 
professional,  scientific,  or  artistic  en- 
deavor; or  (b)  who  have  demonstra- 
ted a  loyal  and  active  interest  in  their 


alma  mater.  The  recognition  takes 
the  form  of  a  "Certificate  of  Mer- 
it." 

To  date,  37  alumni  have  been  hon- 
ored in  the  above  manner.  Because 
the  awards  are  made  at  the  annual 
Alumni  Luncheon,  an  event  tempor- 
arily   discontinued,    no   persons   have 


The  1945  Summer  Sessions  num- 
ber contained  44  pages  and  cost  ap- 
proximately eleven  ($.11)  cents  per 
copy.  Thirty-five  hundred  copies  were 
secured. 

A  file  record  is  kept  of  the  names 
of  all  persons  to  whom  catalogs  are 
mailed  upon  request. 

Editorial      assistance 

or  supervision  was  giv- 
en during  the  year  to  a 
number  of  smaller  pub- 
lications, among  which 
were  the  special  bulle- 
tins and  folders  issued 
by  the  Public  Rela- 
tions Department  and 
the  various  publica- 
tions sponsored  by  the 
University  College. 
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been    recognized    for    the    past    two 
years. 

Officers.  The  officers  of  the  Ohio 
University  Alumni  Association,  now 
"frozen"  in  their  positions  until  such 
time  as  conditions  will  permit  the  hold- 
ing of  a  business  meeting  for  an  elec- 
tion of  successors,  are:  Don  McVay, 
"l"),  LeRoy,  Ohio,  president;  George 
M.  Brown,  '31,  Cleveland,  vice-pres- 
ident; Clark  E.  Williams,  "21,  Ath- 
ens, secretary;  and  William  H.  Fen- 
zel,  '18,  Athens,  tre.-.surer. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY 
EDITOR 

Publications.  The  University  Edit- 
or is  responsible  for  the  preparation 
of  material,  publication,  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  three  major  issues  of  the 
Ohio  University  Bulletin — the  general 
catalog  number,  the  Summer  Sessions 
number,  and  the  Extension  Division 
number. 

Ten  thousand  copies  of  the  194^- 
1946  catalog  number  of  the  Ohio 
University  Bulletin  have  been  receiv- 
ed from  the  printer  and  are  now  be- 
ing distributed  as  requests  are  receiv- 
ed. These  bulletins,  containing  296 
pages,  cost  approximtely  twenty-six 
($.26)  cents  per  copy. 


Another  project  car- 
ried   out    by    the    Uni- 
versity Editor  was  the 
preparation    and    mail- 
ing of  a  series  of  three 
letters  to  each  of  8,000 
alumni  and  3,000  par- 
ents    of     undergradu- 
ates   and    service    men, 
living    in    Ohio,    in    a 
campaign  of  "informa- 
tion     and     education" 
relative   to   the   University's  financial 
requests  of  the  State  Legislature  for 
the  current  biennium. 

THE  STAFF 

The  joint  staff  of  the  Alumni  Of- 
fice and  the  Office  of  the  University 
Editor  consists  of  the  following  full- 
time  members:  Clark  E.  Williams, 
alumni  secretary  and  university  ed- 
itor; Miss  Geraldine  C.  Hope,  secre- 
tary to  the  alumni  secretary  and  uni- 
versity editor;  Miss  Phyllis  Bean, 
stenographer  in  the  office  of  the  al- 
umni secretary  and  university  editor; 
and  Mrs.  Jacquelyn  S.  Ransbottom, 
stenographer  in  the  office  of  the  alum- 
ni secretary  and  university  editor. 
Miss  Martha  E.  Walsh,  Miss  Renee 
B.  Giniger,  and  Miss  Kathleen  E. 
Orr  are  student  assistants  who  give 
one- fourth  time,  each,  to  the  office. 
Miss  Eugenia  A.  Kresge  is  a  student 
assistant  who  gives  approximately 
one-sixth  time. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Alumni  Secretary   and   University   Editor 


